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— so ſome ill uſage of my ſelf, 
and contemptuous treatment of ſome do- 
ctrines of grace; to which he never thought 
fit to return an anſwer. The impreſſion of 
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4 The Weceſſity of Good Works 
| that letter quickly went off, and I have fre- 
| quently been ſollicited by my friends to re- 
| print that, and my Diſcourſes on Fuſtifica- 
| tion; but could never be prevailed upon to 
do any thing of that kind till now, for no 
other reaſon but this: I ſaw that he and his 
friends were not inclined to enter into a 
_ controverſy about theſe things, and I did not 
chuſe to move it afreſh, or appear forward 
to it, which I thought re-printing would 
& look like, or might be ſo interpreted; and 
therefore I determined to fit ſtill, and only 
defend my ſelf when any attacks were made 
upon me. In this reſolution I have perſiſted, 
notwithſtanding the little, mean, and difn- 
genuous methods this Gentleman has made 
uſe of, to render my character odious among 
men, one of which I have detected, and 
publickly expoſed *; notwithſtanding his z//- 
natur'd refleftions in his noiſy and bombaſt 
charges at ſeveral ordinations of miniſters; 
and notwithſtanding his wrathful prayers 

poured out before the Moſt High in monthly” 
exerciſes, which muſt be ſhocking to pious 
minds, and abominable in the fight of God. 
The letter above-mentioned was not written 
with any deſign to provoke to wrath and 
anger; nor is there a ſingle ſentence, that 
I can remember, in it, that has any ten- 
dency that way: But it ſeems a grudge was 
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unto Salvation confidered, &c. 5 


conceived, which has been broiling upon 
his heart ever ſince, and now at this diſtance 
of time he takes up a ſingle phraſe, and in- 
veighs againſt it with the utmoſt wrath and 
fury; whereby he has moſt ſadly verified 
that obſervation of the wiſe man, that anger 
reſteth in the boſom of fools. 

A controverſy has of late been moved, 
or at leaſt revived, by ſome miniſters of the 
Independent denomination, about the duty of 
unconverted perſons to believe in Chriſt, or 
about the nature of that faich which ſuch 
are obliged to; a controverſy in which“ 
have had no immediate concern: And 
whereas it has been given out, that a book 
publiſhed not long ago, called, A further 
Enquiry after Truth, is of my writing, 
though another man's name ſtands to it; 
I take this opportunity of declaring to the 
world, in juſtice to the worthy author of ir 
whoſe name it bears, and that I may nor 
take the credit of another man's labours, 


that there is not one ſingle ſentence of mine 


in it; nor did I ſee the author when he came 
to town to print, nor his performance, 
until it was in the preſs; who I doubt not 
will give a proper reply to the notice taken 
of him. The Gentleman I am now con- 
cerned with, has thought fit to nibble at 
this controverſy; and which he might have 
done without meddling with me, fince what 
he has broke his gall about, has no relation 
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6 The Weceſſity of Good Works 


to that. He tells the ſociety to whom he 
dedicares this miſerable pamphlet, that he 
« was glad that an opportunity offered to 
declare againſt tenets, which can anſwer no 
purpoſe, but to weaken mens obligation to 
duty and holineſs, and to lead to groſs An- 
tinomianiſm.” But had he not an oppor- 
runity ix or ſeven years ago of declaring 


' againſt, not only this ſingle tenet he has 


now taken notice of, but ſeveral others, 
which he imagines has the ſame tendency, 
and of attempting a confutation of them, 
had he either a head or a heart for ſuch a 
ſervice? For ſome months paſt, we have 
been alarm'd of this mighty work, That 
a learned doctor had conceived, and that 
in a ſhort time the mountains would bring 
forth. But while we were waiting for, and 
expecting to ſee the wondrous birth, out 
turns a /illy mouſe : Which has made good 
the poet's words; 


Parturient montes, naſcetur ridiculus mus. 


What concerns me in this pamphlet, re- 
lates partly ro my principles, and partly to 
my character and qualifications as a miniſter. 
I ſhall attend firſt ro the one, and then to 
the other. The particular tenet, or prin- 
ciple ſtruck at, is, that good works are not 


b Dedication, p. 3, 4. 
neceſſary 


unto Salvation confidered, Wo. 7 


neceſſary to ſalvation, not in any ſenſe ; no, 
not as the antecedent to the conſequent. This 
is called a filtby dream, a dangerous paradox, 
an wunſcriptural abſurdity, an extravagant 
pofition, a dangerous tenet, big with abſur- 
dity, a horrible blaſphemy, the ſenſeleſs pa- 
radox, * rude and 1gnorant blaſphemy, * the 
blaſphemy invented by one of the vileſt and 
leudeſt bereticks , the draff of thoſe who 
turned the grace of God into wantonneſs ; 
and, to cloſe all, an Antinomian paradox *. 
When theſe ill names and hard words are 
taken out, there's very little left for me to 
reply unto. And whether the doctrine op- 
poſed deſerves ſuch ill language, will be 
better judged of, when the terms of this 
propoſition, good works are not neceſſary to 
ſalvation, and the ſenſe of it, are explained. 
By good works are meant not the work of 
ſanctification, a principle of grace or in- 
ternal holineſs, which though it is ſome- 
times ſtiled tbe good work *, yet is not the 
work of man, but the work of the Spirit of 
God, and is therefore called the ſanctiica- 
tion of the Spirit. This I firmly believe is 
abſolutely neceſſary to eternal happineſs, 
both in infants and adult perſons, and that 
without it neither the one nor the other can 
ever ſee the Lord; ſanctifying grace being 
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8 The Weceſſity of Good Works 

an eſſential and initial part of ſalvation, or 
that branch of grace and ſalvation which 
the ele& of God and redeemed of the Lamb 
are firſt made actually partakers of in their 
own perſons, in order to their enjoyment of 
the heavenly glory. This man muſt be 
conſcious to himſelf that I have expreſſed 
my ſelf to this purpoſe in my letter to him; 
and yet he moſt baſely infinuates that I hold, 
and repreſents me as faying, that © a con- 
formity ro him (Chriſt) in holineſs, is not 
antecedently neceſſary to our reigning with 
him in light and glory *.“ If by conformity 
to holineſs, is meant that internal confor- 
mity of the ſoul to Chriſt, the produce of 
divine grace in regeneration and ſanctifica- 
tion: Tis a thought that never entred into 
my head nor heart, and which I abhor. 
Paſſive helineſs, or that holineſs of heart 
which makes a ſoul like to Chriſt, and is 
no other than Chriſt formed in it, or his 
image inſtamped upon it, in the production 
of which it is entirely paſſive, is abſolutely 


neceſſary to the everlaſting enjoyment of 


him; yea, I believe that an outward con- 
formity to Chriſt in converſation, or active 
holineſs, external holineſs of life, is abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to evidence the truth of ho- 
Iineſs of heart in all that are ſaved, who are 
either capable, or have an opportunity of 


= Addreſs, c. p. 13. 
per- 
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performing it, and ſhewing it forth. This 
writer almoſt all along takes the liberty 
of alcering the ſtate of the queſtion be- 
fore us, and inſtead of good works puts ho- 
lineſs; thereby to ſuggeſt to his readers that 
I deny the neceſſity of ſanctification to com- 
pleat happineſs; which as it is an iniquitous 
proceeding, ſo it gives us a ſpecimen of his 
ſkill in the management of a regular con- 
troverſy he prates about. Nor by good works 
are to be underſtood the internal acts and 
exerciſes of grace, as faith, hope, and love; 
for though theſe are our acts, under the in- 
fluence of divine grace, and ſo may be called 
our works, though not with much pro» 
priety, and as ſuch good ones; yet theſe 
don't uſually go by the name of good works, 
either in ſcripture, or in the writings of 
good men, or in our common way of ſpeak- 
ing. This I mention to ſtop the mouths of 
ſome filly cavillers, who I perceive are fond 
of objecting theſe things. Though even 
theſe acts and exerciſes of grace cannot be 
thought to be ſo abſolutely neceſſary to ſal- 
vation, as that it cannot poſſibly be without 
them; ſince infants, as ſoon as born, though 
they may be capable of having the principles 
of faith, hope and love, implanted in them, 
yet I apprehend they cannot be capable of 
acting or exerciling theſe graces: If there- 
fore without theſe acts and exerciſes of grace 
perſons cannat be ſaved, theſc mult ſtand 
B excluded 
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excluded from the kingdom of heaven, By 


good works, I underſtand a ſeries of external 


holineſs; not a ſingle action or two, but a 


courſe of living ſoberly, righteouſly, and 


godly; a conſtant performance of religious 
duties and exerciſes, in the outward life and 
converſation: In this ſenſe, and in this only 
am I to be underſtood in the propoſition 
before us, and in all that I have ſaid, or 
ſhall ſay concerning it. 

It may be proper next to enquire what is 
the meaning of the word neceſſary, and in 
what ſenſe good works are ſo. That they 
are neceſſary to be done, or ought to be 
done, by all that hope to be ſaved by the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is readily 
granted; but not in point of ſalvation, in 
order to that, or with a view to obtain it, 
Good works are neceſſary to be done, on 
account of the divine ordination and ap- 
pointment ; for ſuch as are the workmanſhip 
of God, are created in Chriſt Feſus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained, that 
they ſhould walk in them", They are ne- 
ceſſary, neceſſitate precepti & debiti, on ac- 
count of the will and command of God, 
and of that obedience we owe to God, both 
as creatures, and as new creatures. They 
are neceſſary upon the ſcore of obligation 
we lie under to him, and in point of gra- 


2 Eph. ii. 10. 
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titude for the numerous mercies we receive 
from him, and that by them both we and 
others may glorify him our Father which is 
ih heaven. They are neceſſary to adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour, to recommend 
religion to others, to teſtify the truth of 
our faith, and give evidence of the reality 
of internal holineſs. They are neceſſary for 
the good of our neighbours, and for the 
ſlopping of the mouths of our enemies. 
Theſe things I have more largely obſerved 
and aſſerted in my Letter to this man; all 
which he conceals from his readers, and 
moſt vilely ſuggeſts ro them, that I have 
| vented the ſame notion, and am of the ſame 
opinion with Simon Magus, Carpocrates, 
and their followers; who held that ſalva- 
tion was through faith and love, but that 
other good works were not neceſſary; but 
were to be look'd upon by men as indifferent 
in their own nature, being neither good 
nor evil, nothing being naturally evil, and 
ſo might or might not be done: Things I 
never thought of, and of which 1 have the 
utmoſt abhorrence and deteſtation. With 
what face or conſcience could he inſinuate 
any thing of this kind, when 1 have ſo fully 
expreſſed my ſelf upon the neceſſity of doing 
good works? But what will not a man ſay, 
intoxicated with paſſion? True indeed, 
cannot ſay that good works are neceſſary 


to ſalvation, that is, to obtain it; which is 
B 2 the 
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the only ſenſe in which they can be faid 
with any propriety to be neceſſary to it, or 
in which ſuch a propoſition can be under- 
{ſtood ; and which I charge as a Popiſb and 
Socinian tenet, and hope I ſhall ever op- 
poſe, as long as I have a tongue to ſpeak, 
or a pen to write with, and am capable of 
uſing either, | = 
Salvation may be conſidered either in the 
contrivance of it from eternity, in the mind 
and counſel of God, and the deſignation of 
perſons to it, or in the impetration of it in 
time by Chriſt, or in the application of it 
in effectual vocation by the Spirit of God, 
or in the entire conſummate enjoyment of 
it in heaven. In every of theſe views of it 
good works are not neceſſary to it: Not to 
the contrivance of it, and defignation of per- 
ſons to it. God, when in his infinite wiſ- 
dom he drew the ſcheme of falvation in 
Chriſt, fixed upon him to be the author of 
it, and appointed men-unto it by him, was 
not moved hereunto by any works of his 
creatures, or by any foreſight of them; they 


were then no moving cauſes with God, no 


conditions of ſalvation fixed by him, nor 
were as the antecedent to the conſequent ; 
no, not in the preſcience or fore-knowledge 
of God: As they could not go before, ſo 
they were not foreviewed by God as any 
cauſe, condition, motive, or reaſon of his 
chuſing one to ſalvation, and not another; 

| For 
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For the children being not yet born, neither 
baving done any good or evil, that the pur- 
poſe of God according to election might ſtand, 
not of works, but of him that calleth*, Good 
works are the conſequents and fruits of ele- 
ction to ſalvation, not antecedent to it. Nor 
are they neceſſary to the impetration or ob- 
taining of it in time by Chriſt: Theſe did 
not move Chriſt to engage in this work, 
they were no ways aſſiſting to him in it; 
they did not help it forward, or in the leaſt 
contribute to the performance of it, which 
was done entirely and compleatly without 
them: Nor was it effected by him on con- 
dition of mens performing good works, nor 
were they neceſſary to it, as the antecedent 
to the conſequent; they did not antecede or 
go before it, no, not in the divine mind or 
conſideration, and in the view of Chriſt; 
for men were then conſidered, not as having 
done good works, but as evil and wicked; 
for while we were yet finners, Chriſt died for 
us, and obtained eternal redemption by his 
blood ; and when we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his Son v. 
Good works don't go before, but follow 
after redeeming grace: Chriſt gave himſelf 
for his people, that he might redeem them 
from all intquity, and purify unto himſelf a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works *, 


o Rom, ix. 11. ? Nom. v. 8, 10, . 4 Tit. ii. 14. 
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Nor are they neceſſary to the application of 
ſalvation by the Spirit of God in effectual 
calling, neither as cauſes or conditions, or 
as the antecedent to the conſequent ; they 
can be no moving cauſes to it, nor do they 
come into conſideration in the divine mind, 
as the reaſon or condition of it; they are not 
the rule and meaſure of God's. procedure in 
this affair; he /aves and calls with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, but ac- 
cording to his own purpoſe and grace. Be- 
ſides, before regeneration, before effectual 
vocation, before a principle of grace is 
wrought 1n the ſoul, before the new crea- 
tion work is formed, which is the initial 
part of ſalvation, or that branch of it which 
God's elect are firſt actually made partakers 
of in their own perſons, there are properly 
ſpeaking no good works done by them, or 
can be done by them; and therefore can't 
poſſibly be antecedent to ſalvation viewed in 
this light, but muſt be conſequent to it: 
We are his Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt 
TFeſus unto good works *, Nor, laſtly, are 
they neceſſary to the conſummate enjoyment 


of ſalvation in heaven, no, not as the ante- 


cedent to the conlequent; that is, as an 
antecedent cauſe to a conſequent effect, 
which is the eaſy, common, and natural 
ſenſe of the phraſe ; for who can hear of an 
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antecedent to a conſequent, unleſs by way 
of illation, but muſt at once conceive of 
that conſequent as an effect depending upon 
the antecedent as a cauſe? Wherefore if 
good works are antecedent to glorification 
as a conſequent, then glorification muſt be 
and will be conſidered as an effect depending 
upon good works as its cauſe. And as it 
will be difficult to fix any other ſenſe upon 
the phraſe, and perſons are and will be na- 
turally led ſo to conceive of it, this, and 
this alone, is a ſufficient reaſon why it ought 
to be rejected and diſuſed. This man him- 
ſelf won't ſay that good works are neceſſary 
as antecedent cauſes, or as antecedent con- 
ditions of ſalvation or glorification : Let him 
then tell us in what ſenſe they are neceſſary, 
as the antecedent to the conſequent, His 
performance is an addreſs to young ſtudents | 
in divinity, and he takes upon him to be 
a tutor and director of them in their ſtudies; 
but leaves them in the dark, and does not 
offer to inform them in what ſenſe good 
works are neceſſary, as the antecedent to the 
conſequent. ' Will he ſay they are neceſſary, 
as antecedent means of ſalvation? This is 
all one as to ſay they are neceſſary as ante- 
cedent cauſes, for every mean is a cauſe of 
that of which it is a mean. Will he aſſert 
that they are neceſſary, as an antecedent 
meetneſs or fitneſs for heaven? This muſt 
be denied. How can our poor, impure and 
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imperfect works, out righteouſneſſes, which 
are as filthy rags, make us meet and fit for 
the heavenly glory? No, it is not works 
of righteouſneſs done by us, but the Spirit's 
work of grace within us, which will be per- 
formed until the day of Chriſt, which is 
the ſaints meetneſs for eternal happineſs, 
Will he fay that good works ate ſuch ne- 
ceſſary antecedents to ſalvation, though he 
don't chuſe to ſay or can't ſay what, as that 
ſalvation cannot poſſibly be enjoyed, where 
they don't go before? I have, in my Letter 
to him, given inſtances to the contrary, 
proving that ſalvation is, where good works 
do not go before; as in the caſe of elect in- 
fants, and of perſons called by grace in their 
laſt hours, when juſt ready to launch into 
eternity. If this doctrine is true, that good 
works are ſo abſolutely neceſſary to falva- 
tion, that there can be no poſſibility of any, 
where they don't go before, what an hor- 
rible ſcene muſt this open to parents of chil- 
dren, who loſe by death many, or moſt or 
all of them in their infancy? fince, upon 
this principle, they mult for ever deſpair of 
their eternal happineſs. One ſhould think 

that ſuch a man as this I am concerned with, 
would have took care to put in a ſaving 
clauſe in favour of infants, eſpecially when 
ſuggeſted to him; who ſuppoſes that all the 
infants of believers are intereſted in the cove- 
nant of grace, and conſequently mult be 
ſaved, 
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ſaved, at leaſt thofe who die in their infancy ; 

and if faved, they muſt be ſaved without 
good works, which they neither do, nor 

are capable of doing. Mareſius *, 1 obſerve, 
when treating of the neceſſity of doing good 
works, for ſuch ends and uſes as have been 
already mentioned, and which no body de- 
nies, adds; But chis neceſſity is to be re- 
ſtrained to adult believers, who are able to 
form outward good works; for the in- 

fants of believers are ſaved without them 
(even as they were ſinners without any pro- 
perly perſonal act of their own) though not 
without an inclination to them, by the grace 

and ſpirit of regeneration.” Moreover, 
upon this principle, what hope can ſurvi- 

ving relations entertain of their adulc de- 
ceaſed friends? who though they have ap- 
1 3 to have had full convictions of their 
N loſt and miſerable ſtate by nature, clear 
views of the exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin, an 
abhorrence of it, and repentance for it; to 
have ſeen the inſufficiency of any works of 

the creature to juſtify betore God, and ren- 

der acceptable ro him, the neceſſity of ſal- 
vation alone by Chriſt, and to expreſs ſome 
degree of faith in him, and hope of the hea- 


t Haec vero neceſſitas reſtringenda eſt ad fideles adultos, qui 
bona opera externa praeſtare poſſunt; infantes enim fidelium 
abſque illis ſervantur (ut fine ſuo ullo actu, proprie perſonali 
erant peccatores) & ſi non abſque inclinatione ad illa per gra- 
tiam & ſpiritum regenerationis. Mare/. Colleg. Theolog. lac. 12. 
S. 12. p. 315. 
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venly inheritance; yet becauſe they have not 
lived a regular life in time of health, have 
not gone through a courſe of good works, 
have not lived ſoberly, righteouſly and godly 
in this preſent world, muſt be therefore 
everlaſtingly baniſhed from the realms of 
light. What comfort can a man of this 
principle be a means of adminiſtring? or 
what comfortable words can he ſpeak to a 
poor creature become truly ſenſible of fin, 
and his loſt eſtate, of his need of Chriſt, and 
falvation by him, on a death-bed? Can he, 
tho” he is ſatisfied, he has a true and thorough 
ſenſe of things, encourage him to believe in 
Chriſt, and hope in him for everlaſting life 
and falvacion ? No, he cannot; he muſt be 
obliged to tell him that it is too late to think 
or talk of theſe things, there is no hope for 
him; for ſince he has lived a vicious life, 
hell muſt be his portion; for* where good 
works, a religious life and converſation 
don't go before, there can be no conſequent 
happineſs. Whereas, on the other hand, 
according to our principle, parents may 
hope for the ſalvation of their infants, that 
die in infancy ; there is at leaſt a poſſibility 
of it, whereas there is none in the other 
ſcheme ; ſurviving relatives may rejoice, in 
hope of their deceaſed friends being gone to 
glory, who they have reaſon to believe have 
been called by grace, tho' at the laſt hour; 
miniſters and others are capable of ſpeaking 

words 


* 
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words of peace and conſolation to diſtreſſed 
minds, whoſe hearts are pricked and become 
contrite on their dying beds: All which is 
a full confutation of what this writer aſſerts, 
» That © it is abſolutely impoſſible that it 
(this tenet, that good works are not neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation) ſhould do good to any 
perſon whatſoever.” I readily own, that 
good works are neceſſary to be performed 
by all that are walking in the way to heaven, 
and expect to be ſaved by Chriſt, and glo- 
rified with him, who are either capable, or 
have an opportunity of performing them; 
but then they are not neceſſary as cauſes, 
conditions, or means of procuring glory and 
happineſs for them; nor are they neceſſary 
as the antecedent to the conſequent, to pave 


their way to heaven, to prepare and make 


them meet for it, or to put them into the 
poſſeſſion of it; they don't go before in 
any ſuch ſenſe, or for any ſuch uſe; the 
follow after: Bleſſed are the dead which die 
in the Lord, from henceforth ; yea, ſaith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt from their labours, 
and their works do follow them *. 

It is ſaid *, that it cannot poſſibly be for 
the advantage of a ſaint or a ſinner, to be 
told that good works are in no ſenſe neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvaticn, not as the antecedent to 
the conſequent; and that it may do a great 


v Addreſs, Fc. p. 7. Rev. xiv. 13. 
* Addreſs, c. p. 6. 
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deal of harm and miſchief to the one and 
the other. I have already ſhewn it may be 


for the advantage, uſe, peace, and comfort 


of poor ſenſible ſinners on their death-beds, 
and of ſurviving faints: Nor do I ſee what 
harm or miſchief it can do to ſaints, lively 
or declining ones, or to profane ſinners ; 
not to lively judicious Chriſtians, who are 
raught and encouraged by this doctrine to 
continue zealous of good works, and dili- 
gently to perform them, for many valuable, 
neceſſary uſes, though not in order to ſal- 
vation, What, will no motive induce a 
lively Chriſtian to do good works, but 
what is taken and urged from the neceſſity 
of them unto ſalvation? Or can he be a 
judicious one, that acts from ſuch a prin- 
ciple? Can't a declining Chriſtian be in- 
duced to do his firſt works, unleſs he is told 
they are abſolutely neceſſary to his ſalvation? 
Can't it be thought that arguments, taken 
from the command and will of God, from 
the glory of God, the honour of Chriſt, 
religion and truth, a man's own and his neigh- 
bour's good, demonſtrating the neceſſity of 
doing good works, may be made uſe of as 
means to quicken his diligence, to caſt off 
his ſpiricual floth and carnal ſecurity, with- 
out inſiſting upon the neceſſity of them to 
ſalvation? Nor can it tend to harden fin- 
ners in fin, or put them upon running into 
greater tranſgreſſions, or induce them to 

harbour 
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harbour ſuch a conceit, that they may get 
to heaven, let them live as they pleaſe; when 
they are told, that though good works can't 
ſave them, their evil works may damn them, 
or be the cauſe of damnation to them. 

As for the texts of ſcripture produced by 
this writer, they are all of them imperti- 
nently alledged, and none of them at all to 
the purpoſe. Some of them do not relate to 
good works, but to internal holineſs, the 
ſanctification of the ſpirit, as 2 Thef.. ii. 
13, 14. Heb. xii. 14. which is that grace 
God chuſes his people to, in order to their 
enjoyment of glory; and without which, 
and that as perfect, for ſo it will be made 
by the Spirit of God, they cannot ſee or 
enjoy the Lord; and therefore it becomes 
them, by conſtant application at the throne 
of grace, to follow after a daily increaſe of 
it, and by their lives and converſations to 
evidence the truth and reality of it. Others 
only expreſs the neceſſity of doing good 
works to teſtify the truth of faith, or con- 
tain motives in them to the performance of 

them, taken partly from the grace of God 
beſtowed upon the ſaints here, and from the 
conſideration of that happineſs and glory they 
ſhall enjoy hereafter, as the fruits of grace, 
and not as the fruits and conſequents of their 
works; as Fam. ii. 17, &c. 2 Pet. iii. 10—14. 
Jude, 20, 21. 1 Jobn iii. 1, 2, 3. And it is 
eaſy to obſerve, that the whole current of 

ſcrip- 
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ſcripture, and eſpecially the epiſtles, run 
this way, to exclude works entirely from 
having any hand or concern in the juſtifica- 
tion and ſalvation of men. The paſſage out 
of Clement, I ſuppoſe, is chiefly produced to 
grace his margin, with a large citation in 
Greek; ſince it only ſets forth the duty of 
thoſe to perform good works, who would 
be found among the number of ſuch who 
wait for God, and defire to partake of his 
promiſed gifts: for certain it is, that Cle- 
ment did not think that good works were 
neceſſary to juſtification or glorification ; 
ſeeing he expreſly excludes them from either, 
when he ſays, ©” All are glorified and mag- 
nified, not by themſelves, or by their works 
or righteous actions which they have done, 
but by his own will: So we alſo, being 
called by his will in Chriſt Jeſus, are juſti- 
fied ; not by our ſelves, nor by our wiſdom, 
or underſtanding, or piety, or works, which 
we have done in holineſs of heart; but by 
that faith, by which the Almighty God hath 
juſtified all from the beginning, to whom be 
glory for ever and ever. Amen.” 
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We are next entertained with the riſe and 
original of this tenet, that good works are not 
neceſſary to ſalvation, And it ſeems, accord- 
ing to our learned author *, that Simon Magus 
was the firſt broacher of it: And we are ex- 
poſed as his diſciples and followers; and 
ſome pains are taken to tell an idle, filthy 
ſtory, of Simon's picking up a whore in a 
baudy-houſe at Tyre, and committing for- 


Nication with her; no doubt with a view to 


inſinuate to his readers, that our principles 
being alike, our practice muſt be ſo too; 
or, at leaſt, that our principles have the 
ſame tendency. But if it ſhould appear that 
Simon's tenets and ours are not the ſame, 
what will become of chis little ſhow of read- 
ing, and the mean artifice made uſe of to 
expoſe us to ſcorn and contempt? As for 
Simon's ſaying that ſalvation is by grace, and 


not by works, this was a doctrine he had 


from the Apoſtles themſelves; which he 
turned into wantonneſs, and abuſed to vile 
purpoſes; and is in it ſelf never the worſe, 
nor is it to be thought the worſe of, for his 
ill uſe of it: And as for the inference made 
from this doctrine, that therefore good 
works are not neceſlary ; this is none of ours, 
we diſclaim it; there's no agreement be- 
tween Simon's tenet and ours, about good 
works; he urged they were not neceſſary to 
be done, we plcad for the neceſſity of doing 
* Addreſs, Sc. p. 11. 
2 them, 
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them, for the ends before mentioned, and 
which need not be repeated. Simon, Carpo- 
crates, and their followers, who are repre- 
ſented as being in the ſame ſentiments, held 
that every thing, beſides faith and love, 
were things indifferent, neither good nor 
bad in their own nature, and ſo might be 
done or omitted. But can this man, with 
any face or conſcience, ſay that theſe are 
our ſentiments? We affirm that good works 
are in themſelves good, cannot be diſpenſed 
with, but ought to be performed by all men; 
the tenet of theſe men was, that good works 
were not neceſſary at all in any ſenſe, not 
neceſlary to be done. Where is the like- 
neſs, the agreement ? 

Give me leave, on this occaſion, to en- 
quire into the riſe and original, and to point 
out the authors, abetters, and maintainers 
of the contrary tenet, that good works are 
neceſſary to ſalvation, The falſe apoſtles in 
Fudea, and other Fudaiging profeſſors, were 
the firſt broachers of this notion; who taught 
the brethren, not only that circumciſion, 
but that obedience to the law of Moſes, the 
moral as well as ceremonial law, was ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation: See Ads xv. 1, 5. 
Which gave the true Apoſtles and primitive 
churches a great deal of trouble. To con- 
fute which, the Apoſtle Paul eſpecially 
greatly laboured in all his writings, and par- 


ticularly in his ep:/tles ro the Romans and 
Gala- 


Fd 
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Galatians, The Papiſts, the followers of 
the man of ſin, have always been the abet- 
ters and maintainers of this principle ; and 
ſo has Socinus, and his wretched adherents. 
The firſt among the reformed divines that 
vented it, was George Major, cotemporary 
and familiar with Luther and Melan#on : 
He has been repreſented by ſome, from whom 
one ſhould not have expected to have had 
ſuch a character of him on this account, as 
ſatelles Romani Pontificis, a perſon imployed 
by the Pope of Rome; a tool of the Popiſh 
party, to create diviſions and diſturbances 
among the Reformed, The Papiſts finding 
they could not maintain with ſucceſs their 
notion, that good works were meritorious of 
ſalvation, inſtead of the phraſe, meritorious 
of ſalvation, ſubſtituted the other phraſe, 
neceſſary to ſalvation, as being a ſofter one, 
in order to gain upon uncautious minds; 
when one and the ſame thing were deſigned 
by both: And this man was thought to be 
the inſtrument they made uſe of for this 
purpoſe. But however this be; certain it is, 
that the broaching of this doctrine by him 
gave great offence, and occaſioned much 
diſturbance. The writer of his life inti- 
mates, that the conſequences of it gave 
Major himſelf ſome concern“; and that “ he 


2 Quinimo diſerte teſtatus eſt, ſe propoſitione illa, qua vi- 
deret aliquos offendi, deinceps non uſurum. Melchior. Adam. 


de- 


Vita Georg. Major. p. 470. 
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declared, in ſo many words, that whereas 
he ſaw that ſome were offended, for the fu- 
ture he would no more make uſe of that 
propoſition,” Among the chief of his op- 
poſers was Nicolaus Amſdorfius, who in great 
heat and zeal aſſerted, in contradiction to 
Major's notion, that good works were hurtful 
and dangerous to ſalvation; a poſition not to 
be defended; unleſs when good works are 
put in the room of Chriſt, and are truſted to 
for ſalvation: Bur it is not doing of them 
that is or can be hurtful to ſalvation, but 
depending on them when done. This con- 
troverſy raiſed great troubles in the churches, 
and gave Melancton a good deal of uneafi- 
neſs; who at firſt was enſnared into the uſe 
of the phraſe, though he afterwards rejected 
it, as improper and dangerous. Amſdorfius 
did not deny that good works were t be 
done, but could not be prevailed upon to 
own that they were neceſſary. Melancton at 
length allowed that good works were not ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation ; nor did he dare to aſſert 
it: For theſe reaſons, ſays he, we teach 
that good works, or new obedience, are ne- 
ceſlary ; yet this muſt not by any means be 
tacked to it, that good works are neceſſary to 
obtain ſalvation and eternal life.“ In his 
anſwer to the paſtors of Saxony, he has theſe 
words:“ Nevertheleſs, let us not uſe this 
phraſe, good works are neceſſary to ſalvation,” 
And, in another place, © Verily I ſay, "ee 
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I don't make uſe of this phraſe, good works 


are neceſſary to ſalvation ; but I affirm, that 


theſe propoſitions are true, and properly and 
without ſophiſtry thus to be declared; new 
obedience is neceſſary, or good works are ne- 
ceſſary; becauſe obedience is due to God, 
according to that ſaying, Debtors we are. 
Now theſe were the ſentiments, and which 
are exactly ours, of the great Melancton, 
that peaceable man, who never was charged 
with running into extremes in controverly ; 
his greateſt fault, and which has been com- 
plained of by ſome of his friends, who have 
had a great regard to him and his memory, 
was, that he was for compoſing differences, 
almoſt at any rate, ſometimes, as was thought, 
to the injury of truth, and with the hazard 
of loſing it. I could eaſily produce a large 
number of learned and holy men, who have 
aſſerted the ſame thing : I ſhall content my 
ſelf with tranſcribing twelve arguments, 
ſhewing that good works are not neceflary 
to ſal vation, drawn up by that learned and 


o Propter has cauſas docemus, neceſſaria eſſe bona * 
ſeu novam obedientiam, nequaquam tamen aſſuendum eſt, bona 
opera ad ſalutem & vitam aeternam conſequendam neceſſaria 
elle. In reſponſo ad Paſtores Saxonicas: Tamen hac phraſi non 
utamur, bona opera ſunt neceſſaria ad ſalutem. Alibi. Plane 
dico, me non uti hac phraſi, bona opera ſunt neceſſaria ad 
ſalutem; ſed has propoſitiones affirmo veras eſſe, & proprie 
& fine ſophiſtica fic dici: nova obedientia eſt neceſſaria, vel 
bona opera ſunt neceſſaria, quia Deo debetur obedientia, juxta 
dictum, debitores ſumus. Melancton apud Hoornbect. Summ. 
Controv. 1. 9. de Lutheranis, p. 523, 524. 


2 judi- 
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judicious Divine Abraham Calovius; who 
has deſerved much of all men of learning 
and true Chriſtianity, for his learned ani- 
madverſions on Grotius's annotations on ſe- 
veral paſſages in the P/al/ms and prophets, 
relating to the Meſſiab; and for his laborious 
confutation of Socinus and his followers, and 
his excellent defence of the orthodox faith 
againſt them. They are as follow. The 
queſtion put is, Whether good works are 
neceſſary to ſalvation?” The Socintans, ſays 
he*, affirm this; but this opinion is deſer- 
vedly rejected. 

1. Becauſe no ſuch thing 1s ever to be 
found in the ſcriptures, namely, that good 
works are neceſſary to ſalvation. But if this 
was ſo principal a part of evangelic truth, 
as the adverſaries plead, it ſhould, upon the 
foot of the Socinian hypotheſis, be contained 
in expreſs words in the ſcriptures; ſince 
they aſſert, that all things neceſſary to be 
known for ſalvation, are contained expreſly 
in the ſcriptures. 


© Utrum bona opera neceſſaria ſunt ad ſalutem? Aſſirmant 
hoc Sociniaui: at ſententia illa merito reprobatur. 

1. Quia nuſpiam tale quid in ſcripturis habetur, bona ſc. 
opera ad ſalutem neceſſaria eſſe. Si autem haec tam praecipua 
eſſet evangelicae veritatis pars, ut contendunt adverſarii, ex- 
preſſis verbis eam in ſcripturis contineri oporteret, vi hypo- 
theſeas Socinianae, qua omnia ſcitu neceſſaria ad ſalutem ex- 
preſſe in ſcripturis contineri aſſerunt, c. Calov. Sociniſmus 
Profligatus, Se#. 7. Art. 8. de bonis operibus, Controv. 1. 
p. 787, 788, Oc. | 


2. The 
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2. The Apoſtle treating of the cauſes of 
our falvation, removes good works, and en- 
tirely excludes them; and teaches, that he 
only has bleſſedneſs, ro whom God impu- 
teth righteouſneſs without works, Rom. iv. 6. 
Compare Eph. ii. 8. Tit. iii. 5. If therefore 
good works are entirely excluded from the 
cauſes of ſalvation, how will the ſame be 
neceflary to ſalvation ? 

3. That which is not neceſſary to our ju- 
ſtification, that is not neceſſary to ſalvation, 
becauſe there are no other cauſes of ſalvation 
than of juſtification : But good works are 
not neceſlary to juſtification. Ergo. 

4. If we are ſaved by grace, then good 
works are not neceſſary to ſal vation; for the 
antitheſis remains firm, If of grace, then not 
of works ; otherwiſe grace is not grace, Rom. 
xi. 6. But the former is true, Rom. vi. 23. 
Epb. ii. 8, 9. therefore the latter alſo. 

5. If by the obedience of one Chriſt we 
all obtain juſtification of life and ſalvation, 
then we are not ſaved by our own proper 
obedience : But the former is true, Rom. v. 
17, 18, 19. therefore alſo the latter. 

6. What is aſcribed to faith alone, as it is 
contradiſtinguiſhed from works, that is not 
to be attributed to works: But eternal ſal- 
vation is aſcribed to faith alone, John iii. 16. 
Mark xvi. 16. Rom. i. 17. & iv. 6. Gal. iii. 11. 
Epb. ii. 8. Tit. iii. 5. Heb, x. 38. Ergo. 


2 7. What 


** 
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7. What is neceſſary to ſalvation, that, 
as much as it is neceſſary, is preſcribed and 
required in the evangelic doctrine, Rom. i. 16, 
& 111. 27. But good works, as neceſlary to 
ſalvation, are not preſcribed in the goſpel, 
which is not converſant about works, but 
only about faith in Chriſt, Fohz iii. 16. & 
vi. 40. Rom. i. 17. & iv. 6. ſeeing the law is 
the doctrine of works, the goſpel the doctrine 
of faith, Rom. iii. 27. Gal. iii. 12. 

8. Add to this, that this aſſertion concern- 
ing the neceſſity of good works to ſalvation, 
has been already rejected as falſe, in the falſe 
apoſtles, Acts xv. 5. where an oppoſition is 
formed to the ſentiment of the Apoſtles, that 
we are ſaved by the grace of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that we are ſaved by the keeping of the 
law or works, and that the keeping of the 
law is neceſſary to ſalvation. 

9. If good works were neceſlary to ſalva- 
tion, we ſhould have whereof to glory ; 
but the holy Spirit takes away all glorying 
from us, and for this very reaſon excludes 
good works from hence, Eph. ii. 8, 9. Rom. 
iii. 27. & iv. 1, 2. 

10. If our election to ſalvation is of grace, 
and not of works, as the Apoſtle teaches, 
Eph. i. 4, 5, 6. 2 Tim. i. 9. good works 
can't be aſſerted to be neceſſary to ſalvation; 
for as we are choſen from eternity, ſo we 
are ſaved in time. 


11. By 
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11. By whatſoever doctrine the certainty 
of our ſalvation is weakned or deſtroyed, 
that ought to be rejected: But ſuch is this 
doctrine of the Socintans. Ergo. | 

12. Wherever the ſcripture produces rea- 


ſons for which good works are neceſſary, it 
mentions quite others, than that they are 
neceflary to falvation; natfiely, that we 


ought diligently to perform good works, 


becauſe of God, becauſe of Chriſt, becauſe 


of the Holy Spirit, becauſe of the holy an- 
gels, becauſe of our neighbour, becauſe of 
our ſelves, yea, even becauſe of the devil.” 
Thus this excellent writer, confuting the 
Socinian error, that good works are neceſſary 
to ſalvation, ſtrongly defends the contrary ; 
which our Theologaſter calls a filthy dream, 
horrible blaſphemy, &c. This, it ſeems, is 
one of the paradoxes which lead to doctri- 
nal Antinomianiſm. But why a paradox? 


A paradox, in the antient uſe of the word, 


ſignified a moſt certain truth, at leaſt, em- 
braced as ſuch by men of wiſdom and learn- 
ing, though contrary to the opinion of the 
vulgar; which being unuſual, ſtruck them 
with ſurprize; whence ſuch verities were 
ſometimes called mepe%%Zz, and ſometimes 
admirabilia*, This uſe of the word, I os 4 


pole, 


4 Ego autem illa ipſa, quae vix in gymnaſfiis & in otio Stoici 
probant, ludens conjeci in communeis locos; quae quia ſunt 
admirabilia, contraque opinionem omnium, ab ipfis etiam 
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poſe, will not be allowed to be applicable 
to this tenet. A paradox, in the modern 
uſe of the word, or in common acceptation, 
deſigns a propoſition that carries in it either 
a real or ſeeming ſelf- contradiction. Now 
the. propoſition, good works are not neceſſary 
to ſalvation, is plain and eaſy to be under- 
ſtood; and is Tither true or falſe, but no 
paradox, We need not go far for inſtances 
of paradoxes, this writer can furniſh us with 
enow : As when he ſays, © Salvation is 


all of free grace, and good works, the fruits 


of holineſs, a part of ſalvation, are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to complete ſalvation.” The 
word complete, in this propoſition, is ſo 
placed, as that it may be thought to be 
either a verb of the infinitive mood ; and 
then the ſenſe is, ſalvation 1s all of grace, 
and yet good works are abſolutely neceſſary 
to complete it; or as an adjective to the word 
ſalvation; and then the ſenſe is, ſalvation is 
all of grace, and good works are abſolutely 
neceſſary to ſalvation complete without them: 
Take it either way, the ſelf- contradiction is 
manifeſt enough. As alſo, when giving the 
character of a deceaſed miniſter of the goſpel, 


Tet a appellantur. Tentare volui poſſentne proferri in 
lucem, id eſt, in forum ; & ita dici, ut probarentur, an alia 
quaedam eſſet erudita, alia popularis oratio ; eoque ſcripſi li- 
bentius, quod mihi iſta Tap«HZa, quae appellantur, maxime 
videntur eſſe Socratica, longeque veriſſima. Ciceron. Paradox. 
p. 2140. 

© Advertiſement. 
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whoſe aſhes he might have ſpared ; he ſays, 


*« He was a perſon of real piety, but diſ- 
covered ſo much pride and wrath in his wri- 
tings and conduct, (By the way, how could 
a man ſo wretchedly guilcy of theſe things, 
write this without ſhame and bluſhing ?) 
that it is hard to account for it; except we 
allow, that he had @ fincture of enthuſiaſm.” 
The firſt. of theſe inſtances is a real ſelf- 
contradiction, and the other, at leaſt, a /cem- 
ing one; and both paradoxes. Again; why 
| ſhould this propoſition, good works are not 
neceſſary to ſalvation, be repreſented as lead- 
ing to doctrinal Antinomianiſin? This man 
ought to have informed his ſtudents whac 
doctrinal Antinomianiſm is. Since he has 
not, I will, Doctrinal Antinomianiſin, pro- 
perly ſpeaking, is a denying, or ſetting aſide 
the law of God, as a rule of life, action, or 
converſation, Now what tendency has the 
above propoſition to ſuch a notion? Or 
how does it appear, that the very quinteſ- 
ſence of doctrinal Antinomianiſm is couched 
in it, as is ® ſuggeſted? Though we fay, 
that good works are not neceſſary to ſalva- 


tion; do we ſay, that they are not neceſlary 


to any thing elſe? Do we ſay, that they 
are not neceſſary ro be done? Do we ay, 
that they are not neceſſary ro be done in 
obedience to the law of God? Do we ſay, 


f Addreſs, &c. p. 14. 8 Ibid. p. 5. W 
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that the commands of the law are not to 
be regarded by men? That they are things 
indifferent, that may be done, or not done? 
No; we ſay none of theſe things, bur all 
the reverſe. Do we then make void the law, 
through this doctrine? God forbid : Yea, 
we eſtabliſh the law, as it is in the hands 
of Chriſt our Law-giver ; to which we de- 
fire to yield a chearful and hearty obedi- 
ence; to ſhew our ſubjection to him as King 
of ſaints, and to teſtify our gratitude for the 
many bleſſings of every kind we receive 
from him. It is not worth my while to 
take notice of the flirt * at the everlaſting 
love of the divine perſons being on all ac- 
counts the ſame, yeſterday, to day, and for 
ever; Which he knows, in his own con- 
ſcience, only regards that love as in the 
breaſt of the divine perſons, and not the 
manifeſtations of it; which are more or leſs 
to different perſons, and ſo, to the ſame 
perſons at different times. I have now done 
with what concerns my principles; and go 
on to conſider, | 

The account of my character and quali- 
fications as a miniſter, in company with 
others. His charitable ſneer “, at our 
weaker heads, and better hearts, I hear- 
tily deſpiſe; let him not trouble himſelf 
with other perſons heads and hearts, but let 


h Rom. iii, 33. * Addreſs, Oc. p. 35. * Advert. 
him 
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him mind his own head, and his own heart: 
The weakneſs of the one I have been ſatiſ- 
fied of years ago; and now I am convinced 


of the naughtineſs of the other. He repre-. 


ſents me, among others, as a botcher in Di- 
vinity '+ I ſhall not call him ſo, but Il 
prove him one. We know how to diſtin- 
guiſh between the decree of God from eter- 
nity, and the execution of it in time, where 
there is any room for ſuch a diſtinction, as 
well as he. But let me aſk this wiſe Di- 
vine, whether he thinks that God's eternal 
decree of election of perſons to everlaſting 
life, is his eternal election of them? Or, 
whether God from eternity decreed to chuſe 
ſome in time to everlaſting life ; which 
decree is executed, that is, he chuſes them 
to ſalvation, when they repent, believe, and 
obey? If he ſays the former, he is guilty 
of what he calls botching, in others; if the 
latter, every one will be able to ſee his Ar- 
minian, botching Divinity. We are indeed 
no ſuch Zackers in Divinity, as to tack to- 
gether things ſo barefacedly inconſiſtent, as 
that ſalvation is a// of free grace, and yet 


good works are abſolutely neceſſary to c- 


plete it, or are abſolutely neceſſary to ſal- 
vation complete without them. What 
botching, blundering Divinity is this? What 
ſtaring nonſenſe? What ſtupid contradict ion 


| Advertiſement. 


E 2 this ? 


” 
. —_— - — 26-5 IS 4 —— — 1 —— — 


1 1 


36 The Meceſſity of Good Works 


this? It ſeems there are not any three of 
us, in the ſcheme he oppoles, that can be 
faid to have fo much as a little ſmattering 
of learning “. Whether I am allowed ro 
have it or no, I cannot ſay: I muſt own, 
I think it hard that that can't be granted 
me; ſince I have been endeavouring between 
thirty and forty years, even all my life, 
trom a child of fve or fix years of age, 
partly under the inſtructions of others, and 
partly by my own induſtry, to acquire ſome 
degree of literature. And if a little ſmat- 
tering of learning is allowed me, tis all 1 
mult expect; for ſhould there be one or 
two who have it, it ſeems there are not any 
three of us who have that. Pray what is 


this man's learning and reading more than 


another's? Yea, I aſk, even than my own? 
If 1 am become a fool in glorying, as the 

Apoſtle ſays » in another caſe, this man has 
compelled me, by his rude and inſolent treat- 
ment of my ſelf and others. Does he un- 
derſtand Latin, Greek, and Hebrew? 80 
do J. Though I queſtion whether he does 
underſtand the latter; ſince otherwiſe, I 
doubt not, but we ſhould have had flou- 
riſhes of that, as well as of his Gree and 
Latin. Has he read the Claſficks? So have I, 
I read Virgil at nine years of age; an age at 
which, it my information is right, this 


= Addreſs, c. p. 35, 36. n 2 Cor. xii. 11. 
man 
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man could not have learnt his mother- 
tongue. Has he read Logic, Rbetoric, 
Ethicks, Phyjicks, and Metaphyſicks? 80 
have I, Has he read the Ethnic Pbiloſo- 
pbers, Platoniſis, and Stoichs? So have 1. 
Has he read the Greek and Roman hiſto- 
rians, Herodotus, Pauſanias, Livy, Salluſt, 
Sc? So have I. Has he read the Greek and 
Latin Fathers of the Chriſtian church, and 
church hiſtory? So have J. Does he un- 
derſtand any of the Oriental languages be- 
ſides the Hebrew, if he does that? He 
does not: I do. Has he read the Jewish 
Targums, the Miſna, the two Talmuds, Ba- 
bylonian and Feruſalem, the Rabbot, Midra- 
ſhim, Zohar, with other writings of the 
Fews, antient and modern? He has not: | 
i have. This laſt ſort of learning and read- 
ing I know he'll be ready, through igno- 
rance, to deſpiſe; but it is what has been 
diligently attended to, by perſons he is not 
to be named with; ſuch as the two Bux- 
torf's, father and ſon, Fagius, Drufius, 
Mercer, Hottinger, with multitudes of o- 
thers in foreign parts; and our own coun=- 
trymen, Broughton, Ainſworth, Selden, Light- 
foot, &c. He may call my learning ram- | 
bling learning, it he pleaſes, as he has an- 1 
other man's; I care not: I have enough to | 
he a match for him; and if I han't, I'll get 
more for his ſake; for I am not too old to 
learn, and, through divine goodneſs, don't . | 
| Want | 
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want induſtry, diligence, and application. 
After all, this man himſelf, with even D. D. 
to his name, makes a very odd figure; ſince 
| this his character ſtands ſupported on the 
= one hand with impotent wrath and fury, 

and on the other hand with ſuch fad blun- 
dering fluff as this; ſalvation is a/l of grace, 
and good works are abſolutely neceſſary to 
complete it, or are abſolutely neceſſary to ſal- 
vation complete without them; for one or 
other of theſe muſt be his ſenſe, and both 
are extravagantly ſtupid, Who is this man, 
that looks with ſo much diſdain and con- 
tempt upon all around him? The other 
day he was an ordinary ſchool-maſter, a 
teacher of babes, as beſt became him, Who 
called this proud, baugbty, wrathful man, 
to be a tutor and director of young men, in 
their ſtudies for the miniſtry? Did the 
miniſters and meſſengers concerned in the 
Fund for the Independent Denomination, of 
which denomination he is? No; they did 
not: They put their youth under the care 
of the very learned Mr. Eames; a Gentle- 
man, who on the account of his univerſal 
erudition, and ſingular modeſty, will juſtly 
ſhare the eſteem, whilſt this pedantic crea- 
ture will be righteouſly the ſcorn, of all men 
of true ſenſe, learning, and ingenuity. Who 
called this man to this work, I aſl again ? 
A ſociety of men that meet at a favern, 
commonly call'd the King's Head Society; 
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to whom he has dedicated this his per for- 
mance, and who ſeem to have put him upon 
writing of it. 

There is one thing I would not forget 
to obſerve, before I conclude; and that is, 
that this man deſires the Society who have 
employed him, whether ſincerely or no, I 
leave, to beg of Chriſt for him, that, among 
other things, he would afford him a mea- 
ſure of humility. I hope they will not for- 
get him, in private and public; and, par- 
ticularly, at their monthly exerciſes; nay, 
it might not be improper, perhaps, if they 
would ſet a day apart on purpoſe, on that 
account; ſince the youth they have put 
under his care are likely to ſuffer much by 
his ill example: And let them not forget to 
pray to God alſo that he would convince 
him of his ſin, and give him repentance 
for it; I mean, his almoſt unpardonable 
ſneer at the inward call of the miniſters 
of Chriſt to preach his goſpel; ſeeing with- 
out that, which is the peculiar office of the 
bleſſed Spirit to give, and thoſe gifts which 
our exalted Lord and Head has received for 
men, all human acquirements and advan— 
tages will be of no real uſe in the miniſtry; 
and with the former, though deſtitute of 
the latter, mechanicks, or ſuch as have been, 
or are, labourers in ſecular employments, do 
more ſervice for Chriſt, in the miniſtration 
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of his goſpel, than learned Dunces, or ig- 
norant Doctors of Divinity. 

It ſeems that no notice will be taken of 
me by this writer; he has a licence to abuſe 
men, and their principles, without being 


called to an account for the ſame, or ob- 


liged to give a reaſon of his ſo doing, I muſt 
expect no reply from him. I don't know 
that: For as it is an obſervation that every 
one is able to make, that the moſt bluſtering 
fellows are the greateſt cowards ; ſo it may 


be obſerved, that thoſe cowards, when dared 


to it, will ſometimes fight, though they 
themſelves thought they never ſhould, and 
determined they never would. 
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